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POPULAR re SCHOOL 


funding is secured. 

The community-led project was 
set up in 1996 to deliver inclusive, 
engaging, integrated, fun and 
effective services to meet the needs 
of disadvantaged young children and 
families. 

Carol Richards who has worked at 
the centre for more than 20 years, said: 
“The club is the only provider of out of 
school activities for four to eight-year- 
olds across the Blackbird Leys estate. 
We cater for up to 16 children at our 
afterschool club, and we are currently 
working with Windale primary school 
to explore the need for a ‘Walking 
Bus Service. This would enable more 
children to access our afterschool club 
especially those with working parents. 

"The Dovecote Centre is important 
because it allows access to after school 
services for under privileged children. 
We run four sessions each week 
during term time only from Tuesday to 
Thursday 3.30pm until 5.15pm. Local 
= authority cuts will radically reduce, 
or potentially cease, the delivery of 
local universal services. Our project 
is currently trying to source funding 
in order to address this gap through 
enhancing the services we currently 
offer in an under-utilised community 
building.” 

Kayleigh Shaw, Play Coordinator, 
has been involved with the Dovecote 
afterschool club and play schemes 
since she was six years old. The setting 
allowed Kayleigh to access various 
training including her level 3 play 
work qualification. Kayleigh helps to 
coordina-tor the projects stay and play 
sessions, play schemes and afterschool 
club. Structured and sometimes 
themed play and stay sessions run 
every Thursday 9.30 am until 12.30pm. 

Continued on page 3 
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2 Leys News 


EDITOR'S LETTER 


AFTER what seems like a very long time, and extensive 
media coverage and public protest, Oxfordshire County 
Council has finally announced how it intends to save £69 
million over the next four years. 

During a meeting that was adjourned several times 
for clarification, negotiations between local political 
leaders eventually reached some common ground and 
a decision was made. 

Cuts will, obviously, still go ahead but according to the 
council these will now be ‘configured in a different way.’ 
The county council has said that children’s centres 
and day services for the elderly will benefit from the 

changes. 

In a statement after the meeting, Councillor lan 
Hudspeth, the Leader of the Council (Conservative), 
Councillor Liz Brighouse (Labour), the leader of the 
Opposition, and Councillor Richard Webber, the leader 
of the Liberal Democrat group, said: “These changes 
and the agreement we have made are very much in 
response to feedback from local residents including 
those who spoke to the council earlier today.” 

So what is the bottom line? Yes, the amount of actual 
savings, or cuts, may have been reduced, but the fact 
remains that millions of pounds of savings STILL have to 
be made to services that are really important to people 
across Oxfordshire. 

In a statement, the council said: “A total of £2m of 
savings relating to Early Intervention hubs and children’s 
centres will now not take place. An original £6m saving 
on Early Intervention Hubs and Children’s Centres — 
agreed by the council at its annual budget meeting in 
February 2015 — will still take place. No decisions have 
been taken at this stage on how this £2m will be spent. 

A total of £3m of savings relating to day centres 
(including transport to day centres) will now not take 
place. Instead they will be replaced by a saving of 
£1m from 2017/18 resulting from a full review of all 
day services for older people. There will be a further 
£300,000 contribution to the budget from reserves.” 

We want to hear YOUR views on the savings that 
have to be made, how will they affect YOU and YOUR 
family? Email us editor@leysnews.co.uk 


Best wishes 


Sarah 
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Call to demolish unused garages 


AN OXFORD City Councillor is calling 

for unused and unwanted garages to be 
bulldozed to make way for much needed 
extra parking. 

Cllr Linda Smith says that more than a 
third of garages across the Leys are unused, 
and when she speaks to local people, they 
say they need extra parking more than they 
need garages. 

She told Leys News: "When | call door-to- 
door asking Blackbird Leys residents about 
the main issues for them on the estate, 
parking is always one of the top problems 
people want to talk to me about. Too many 
residents struggle to find a parking place 
near to their home, which after a long day 
at work, or a trip to the shops with armfuls 
of shopping, or small children who need 
to be carried inside is one of those daily 
inconveniences we could all do without. 

"In some areas there are also problems 
with people parking inconsiderately and 
obstructing the pavement or even restricting 
access should it be necessary for emergency 
vehicles, and of course there is the familiar 
sight of cars parked on grass areas turning 
these green spaces into muddy bogs." 

Oxford City Council has a programme 
of installing landscaped parking areas to 
increase parking capacity as part of the ‘Great 
Estates’ budget. Work is about to commence 
on a new area for Blackbird Leys Road and a 
planning application has just been submitted 
for extra places in Jasmine Close. However, 
the demand remains acute. 

Cllr Smith added: "Twenty first century life 
mean that many of us now rely on our cars, 
and with many houses now home to several 
generations of the same family or turned 
into Houses of Multiple Occupation there are 
more cars on the estate than ever before. 

"This makes the fact that 37% of the 
council owned garages across the Leys are 
vacant which is a shocking statistic. Areas 
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Leys News is an independent newspaper and 
a social enterprise. It is owned by Leys News 
Limited, is part of the Community Media 
Group, and is funded through a mixture 
of grants and advertising revenue. It is 
delivered free to homes and businesses across 
the Leys. Leys News is produced by a team 
of volunteers who attend free Community 
Journalism Training courses. 

If you would like to volunteer as part of 
our team and help to produce your local, 
independent newspaper please email the 
editor (details below) for more information 
and an informal chat about how you can help. 


CONTACT 


Address: Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, 
Greater Leys, Oxford 0X4 7BX (Vehicle access 
via Jack Argent Close) 


Phone: 01865 711756 
Editor: editor@leysnews.co.uk 


with an especially high number of unused 
garages include Kestrel Crescent, Sandy Lane, 
Sorrel Road Evenlode Tower, Field Avenue, 
Tucker Road Pegasus Road, Periwinkle Place, 
Blay Close and Sawpit Road. These are all 
areas where residents report pressure on 
parking, so the nearby garages which are 
standing empty are a paradox and a problem 
that needs to be addressed. 

"There are many reasons why the garages 
are not being used. Possible reasons that 
have been put to me include; garages being 
too small for modern cars, cars these days 
not rusting if left outside, garages being 
inconveniently located and of course the 
garages being too expensive to rent when 
there is free on street parking available - 
although as the council does not make a 
profit on the garages it is difficult to argue 
that the cost should be decreased." 

Cllr Smith added that she would like to 
see the garages which have no demand for 
them demolished. She claims that the land 
previously occupied by the unused garages 


used for free car parking for local residents 
or where appropriate it might be possible to 
develop the land as housing. 

She added: "In particular, garage sites 
could potentially be suitable for the building 
of bungalows, which could provide a home 
for local older people wishing to downsize, 
which would also make much needed larger 
family sized properties available in the 
process. 

"Last month I raised the issue of vacant 
garages in Blackbird Leys at a meeting of 
Full Council and | was really pleased to 
receive a positive response. The council will 
be reviewing all of the underused garage 
sites with a view to either improvement 
and increased letting or demolition and 
redevelopment. Land is at a premium 
in Oxford and the city council has a 
responsibility to make sure that all of its 
resources are being put to best use. I’m glad 
the empty garages will not be overlooked 
when it comes to making Blackbird Leys an 
even better place to live." 


could be put to much better use, and either 


Advertising: advertising@leysnews.co.uk 
Website: www.leysnews.co.uk 
WHO’S WHO 


Board of Directors: Sasha East (chair), 
Teresa Fieldwick, Ines Kretzschmar, David 
Potter. 


Editor: Sarah Edwards 

Business Manager: John Charlton 
Design: Julian Dourado 

Distribution Manager: Lorraine Heritage 


Volunteers: Janet Pavelin, Trio Watson, 
Beth Speich 


Contributions by: Richard Chidwick, Stella 
Gathenya, Stuart Mabbutt, George Scotland, 
Beth Speich and Jane Yates. 

Published by Leys News Ltd. 

Printed by Newbury Weekly News (Printers) 

Ltd, Newspaper House, Faraday Road, Newbury, 
Berkshire RG14 2DW 

ISSN 2046-2948 


Leys News is a company limited by guarantee No. 
3591512 


LEYS NEWS acknowledges financial assistance from: A2 Dominion, Catalyst 
Communities Housing Association, GreenSquare, Oxford Brookes University, 


Oxford City Council, the Blackbird Leys Parish Council and Ruskin College. 
= = = ee OXFORD È | 
Ruskin ie] irs BROOKES , Ea 
Oxford Lï UNIVERSITY azdominion sees: f a 


YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 


@ PARISH COUNCIL 


Chairman: Gordon Roper. Vice Chair: Ann Booker. 

Non-position holders: John Dillon, Chris Hatton, Daniel Jones and Pat 
Stannard. 

For contact and further details see page 5 


EŒ OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 


BLACKBIRD LEYS WARD 

Linda Smith — Labour. 125 Oxford Road, Old Marston, Oxford, 0X3 ORB 
T 07961 121704 E: cllrlsmith@oxford.gov.uk 

Rae Humberstone — Labour. 75 Little Bury, Greater Leys, 0X4 7UZ 
@ 01865 779678 & 07768 429566 

E: cllrrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uk 


NORTHFIELD BROOK WARD 

Sian Taylor — Labour. 5 Regent Street, Oxford, 0X4 10U 
T 07767 311425 E: cllrstaylor@oxford.gov.uk 
Jennifer Pegg — Labour 

T 07525720599 E: cllrjpeqq@oxford.gov.uk 


EŒ OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 


LEYS DIVISION 

Steve Curran — Labour. 88 Fairacres Road, Oxford, 0X4 1TG 
T 01865 727824 & 07941 785538 

E: stephen.curran@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


E MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 


EŒ Andrew Smith —Labour. Unit A, Bishops Mews, Transport Way, Oxford. 
T 01865 595790 E: andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net 
Surgery: Every third Friday at the Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre from 3pm. 


E: mail@leysnews.co.uk T: 01865 711756 


New bench unveiled in memory of Val Smith 


ee hpi Fe 7 By Richard Chidwick 

A COMMEMORATIVE new bench 

has been placed outside Blackbird 

Leys Community Centre Adventure 
Playground in memory of former Oxford 
County Councillor Val Smith. 

A memorial service on Friday 29 
January at the Community Centre with 
many local dignitaries who she worked 
with, including The Lord Mayor and East 
Oxford MP Andrew Smith present. 

The new bench was unveiled 
following some excellent speeches as 
well as tea, coffee and cake served by 
children who use the centre daily. 

Andrew Smith said: “l'm really proud 
of the adventure playground and the 
bench here in memory of Val. It was 
made at the Pathways Shelter Project 
| in Blackbird Leys. Val certainly put a lot 
of work into the BLAP play area and her 
: continued work here and has done a 
su tremendous amount to support the local 
I people here.” 
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Kirsty Brooks who works at the 
Community Centre said: “I've been 
working for three years and I've just 
done my level two as a play worker so 
| can work with children aged 8 to 13 
years. In the summer holidays we run 
a group aged 5 to 8. The kids are really 
excited to see the mayor and the local 
MP and get autographs! It’s really nice to 
have the bench put here for Val.” 

Joey Phillps who is in charge of 
activities at the Adventure Playground 
said: “Val Smith was a wonderful person 
and was instrumental in getting BLAP up 
and running again. She believed in the 
work we are doing for the community. 

“Speaking to local people they all said 
she made you feel welcome by having 
a seat and a cup of tea and listening to 
what you have to say. This bench is a 
mark of respect in remembering the late 


Carol added: “We provide 
various services with 

the aim of improving 
outcomes and life chances 
for young children, 
children with impairments 
and families experiencing 
multi deprivations and 
social exclusion. 

“Most of the children 
who come here are 
deprived so things like 
our narrow boat project 
Dovecote Afloat, the 
afterschool club and the 
play schemes we offer are 
really important for local 
families and children. We 
could not provide these 
fundamental services 
without vital funding, 
which is becoming 
extremely harder and 
harder to source. There are 
extremely high demands 
on whatever funding is 
available.” 

More than 240 children 
and families use the 


Popular after school club 
may close 


Continued from front page 


services each year, and The 
Dovecote Voluntary Parent 
Committee (DVPC) is made 
up from local parents 

who came together as 

a constituted voluntary 
group in 1996 to help 
meet the needs of their 
community. 

The project works in 
partnership with various 
local voluntary and 
statutory organisations. 
Carol added: “We are 
currently working 
in partnership with 
BLAP to explore the 
possibility of children 
from Orchard Meadow 
and Pegasus Primary 
School accessing the 


mini bus service currently 
transporting children to 
Blap afterschool club from 
Pegasus and Windale 
School.” 

“We are the only 
provider of key play 
facilities for children aged 
four to eight-years-old 
across the Leys estate. 
Additionally, local 
authority planned cuts 
will most likely result in 
our project being the only 
provider of stay and play 
sessions in an area that 
has 1050 children aged 
up to three years old. 
Equally very few initiatives 
engaging with families 
living in one of Europe’s 


largest housing estates 
exist, resulting in high 
levels of disengagement 
with local services. 

There is a clear need for 
consistency and expansion 
of oversubscribed valuable 
services delivered from 
the Dovecote. Many 
organisations are facing 
possible closure this 

year if secure funding is 
not obtained; we are no 
exception.” 

Carol added that from 
its foundation in 1996, the 
Dovecote project needs 
have been identified by 
local residents. 

“We worked with and 
supported residents to 


complete questionnaires, 
encouraging their 
participation in deciding 
what community 
resources should be 
established in the new 
centre. Project users 

and community groups 
have been at the heart 

of project developments 
over the 20 years we have 
been operating. User 
involvement in the design, 
delivery and management 
of services to meet locally 
identified need rather than 
externally perceived needs 
has been fundamental to 
our project's effectiveness 
and successful outcomes.” 


E If you would like your 
child to attend Dovecote 
afterschool club please 
contact Carol on 

Oxford 712299 or email 
leysdvpc@hotmail.com 


Volunteer 


befrienders needed 


OXFORDSHIRE 
Befriending for Life 
(OxBEL) recruits and trains 
volunteers to befriend 
people who are facing 
the end of life and may 
be isolated and alone or 
just need someone to 
talk to. The organisation 
is seeking volunteers for 
the next training course 
which starts in Oxford 
soon. 

Volunteers can 
make a huge difference 
to someone's life by 
providing practical help 
and emotional support. 
Training is provided 
and regular one-to-one 
supervision including 
bi-monthly peer support 
meetings. 


The befriending 
relationship also enriches 
the life of volunteers. 

It isn't all about serious 
stuff. 

Part of preparing to 
die well involves living 
life well, and to the full, 
now. There can be fun 
and laughter as well as 
serious conversations. It 
can come as a surprise 
to volunteers just how 
rewarding the role 
turns out to be. Every 
friendship is unique. 


E For further 
information call Tracy 
on telephone number 
01235 849427 or email: 
enquiries@oxbel.org.uk 
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Leys News reporter makes 
his small screen debut 


Leys News reporter GEORGE SCOTLAND recently landed himself a week of work experience at 
the local television station That’s Oxford. Here are some of the highlights of his week... 


Day 1 


So this was it, the big day. 
The day that | was going to 
have my first insight into 
what it would be like working 
in a television studio. | was 
incredibly nervous but also 
very excited as my passion has 
always been to work in the 
media especially since | began 
writing for Leys News last year. 
| arrived at Witney campus 
anticipating what would lie 
in store and followed a sign 
to the bottom of the corridor 
for That’s Oxford TV. | came 
through the door into the 
television studio where | was 
greeted by Ross, a Video 
Journalist. 

Ross explained to me that 
we'd be going to a shoot in 
Barton to follow up a story 
about a NEET project aimed at 
young women in Barton and 
helping them get fit, healthy 
and focused. 

We arrived at Barton 
Community Centre and | 


met Melanie, the support 
worker who was running the 
project as well as the young 
women who were taking part. 
We filmed and interviewed 
Melanie in the sports hall who 
explained that the project 
was called "GO GIRL FITNESS" 
and that the girls had set 

up a football team. The girls 
explained on camera that the 
sessions had given them more 
confidence and that it had 
given them good structure as 
they were not in education, 
employment or training. 

Next up, probably my 
favourite part of being a 
reporter during my short 
journalistic career so far. VOX 
POPPING! Ross explained to 
me that as part of asegment 
run by the channel on the live 
5 o'clock news show reporters 
come up with a question of 
current or topical debate and 
go out on the streets to find 
local views on it. 

So aided with Ross, a tripod 
and a video camera | took to 


the streets of Witney to ask 


the relevant question whether 


"people were feeling blue on 
blue Monday?" Blue Monday 
being the day that everyone's 
financially undone, due to 
the bills coming in from 
Christmas. 

Luckily we met an 
interesting bunch of people 
who gave a range of different 
opinions. Firstly there was 
an eccentric Irishman by the 
name of Joe who gave his 
opinion about something 
to do with it being a mild 
winter, and although that it 
was Blue Monday, he wasn't 
feeling particularly blue at all 
in fact he was "quite content 
with the blue sky" by his own 
admission. 

A clinical psychologist 
passing by gave the vox pop 
agood angle by stating that 
phrases like "Blue Monday" 
were not at all helpful 
especially from the view 
point of people suffering with 
mental health problems. 

Agirl who already passed 
once came back up the road 
five minutes later and she had 
cracked her phone. She said: 
"It really is blue Monday now, 
I've cracked my phone and it's 
going to cost 85 quid to repair 
it.” After enough of asking 
local people on the street 
about Blue Monday | went 
back to the studio to see how 
the show was put together 
spending the rest of the day 
sourcing stories and sitting in 
the technology suite ready to 
see the live broadcast going 
out at 5pm. 


Day 2 


| arrived at the studio more 
prepared and more confident 
than the previous day and | 
was packed off with a tripod 
and video camera, ready to be 
independent and film my first 
ever vox pop. | had my topical 
question ready and made my 
way down to Witney town 
centre. | spent the afternoon 
interviewing passers by 
about a very important issue 
dominating British Politics 
right now, "Should Britain 


stay in or leave the European 
Union?" 

Like the previous day | set 
out to interview a wide variety 
of people, young and old who 
were happy to give their view 
on the all-important question. 
Firstly there was an elderly 
gentleman called Jack who 
said he was "50/50"on the 
matter and that "If Cameron 
can't negotiate we should 
leave and go back to the 
common world." 

Another woman said 
that "she didn’t really know 
because we don't know 
enough about it and need 
more literature on the 
subject." 

A lady called Petra said 
that "The EU was a good thing 
and that we should all remain 
together as one.” 

Another lady agreed with 
her and said that she goes on 
holiday to France regularly and 
that open borders in Europe 
are a good thing.” 

After enough of 
interviewing people on 
the street, | went back to 
the studio ready to edit my 
voxpop ready for it to be aired 
on the 5pm news Working 
to this deadline of reporting, 
filming and editing in the 
space of a few hours really 
helped prepare me for what 
would be expected in a real 
media related job . After 
editing my report | went into 
the Media Suite to record my 
voiceover, an intro and outro 
which was then added to the 
final piece. 

I watched my TV debut go 
out live from the technology 
suite. | found that sitting in the 
suite at the end of each day 
really helped me gain a great 
insight into how the whole 
show was brought together 
by the director and sound 
engineer from behind the 
scenes. 


Day 3 


| met Craig, a news anchor for 
the station. Craig explained to 
me that | would be working 
on a news script ready for him 
to film, later on that day. | have 


also had a passion for script 
writing and writing scripts of 
any kind, so | was definitely in 
my element with this task. | 
was told | would be producing 
a script with content about 
what the local public could do 
on Sunday. 

So | researched to find 
interesting events taking place 
in Oxfordshire, finding three 
that may of be of particular 
interest to local people, a 
pantomime in Kennington, 
an arts salein Bampton anda 
disco event at the Bullingdon 
in Oxford and making them 
sound interesting through my 
creative writing skills. 

Craig then checked 
my script, providing good 
feedback which was 
encouraging ready for him 
to read from the autocue 
and film the segment. Again, 
producing this small script 
helped me gain more insight 
as to how the media industry 
works at a rapid pace. The rest 
of the afternoon I found really 
productive by researching 
and sourcing stories through a 
variety of different mediums, 
newspapers, online news, 
press releases. 

Once | found a good story 
| would get straight down 


to business and find either 
someone's name, organisation 
name or a contact number. 
Through dedication and 
persistence | managed to 
book a few guests for the 
channel including a studio 
interview with a couple who 
were dressing as superheroes 
running the London Marathon 
in aid of a charity called 
Children with Cancer UK and 
also arranging a report about 
a local amputee football team 
run at Oxford City Football 
Club for teenagers. 

Overall I really enjoyed my 
week's work experience at 
That's Oxford TV as it really 
helped me take my first steps 
into an industry that | am very 
passionate about. The staff 
were very encouraging and 
supportive and | am glad | 
took up the opportunity to 
take up the work placement. 

The week has gave mea 
much more extensive insight 
as to how the industry works 
and | feel that | could express 
myself creatively through 
producing the reports and 
scripts which has helped 
me develop my skills and 
knowledge further. 


E: mail@leysnews.co.uk TT: 01865 711756 
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Campaign to tackle 
dog fouling in 
Blackbird Leys parks 


A CAMPAIGN to encourage 
Blackbird Leys’ dog owners to 
clean up after their pets has been 
launched. 

Councillors, parish councillors 
and City Council officers will be out 
and about over the next two weeks 
speaking to dog walkers and giving 
out free dog poo bags. 

The aim of the campaign is 
make Blackbird Leys’ parks and 
opens spaces a better environment 
that everyone can use and enjoy. 
Residents have raised concerns 
about dog fouling in Blackbird Leys’ 
parks and open spaces, particularly 
Blackbird Leys Park and Gillian’s Park. 

It is an offence for dog owners not 
to clean up after their pets. Owners 
can be issued with an £80 fixed 
penalty notice and, if prosecuted, a 


Local groups 
benefit 
from Parish 
Council 
grants 


court can issue a £1,000 fine. 

Dog poo can be placed in bags 
and put in dog poo bins, which are 
located at entrances and exits in 
all Blackbird Leys’ parks, or double 
bagged and put in litter bins. 

As part of the campaign, officers 
and councillors will also remind dog 
owners that from April it will become 
a legal requirement that all dogs are 
micro-chipped. 

Councillor John Tanner, Executive 
Board Member for Cleaner, Greener 
Oxford, said: “There is no excuse for 
letting your dog foul footpaths or 
parks wherever you live in Oxford. 
It’s horrible to get dog poo or your 
shoes or in the wheels of your child's 
buggy. 

“We rely on the public reporting 
dog fouling and identifying 


irresponsible dog owners. But City 
Council officers have and will impose 
on-the-spot fines whenever we can.” 

Councillor Linda Smith, Oxford 
City Council member for Blackbird 
Leys, said: “Blackbird Leys residents 
have raised concerns about dog 
fouling in the areas parks and open 
spaces, particularly Blackbird Leys 
Park and Gillian’s Park. 

“It's important that residents feel 
they can use and enjoy their parks, 
which is why we're carrying out this 
campaign over the next two weeks.” 


E Oxford residents can report dog 
fouling, dangerous dogs and lost 
and stray dogs by visiting www. 
oxford.gov.uk/dogs. 


£4,000 refurbishment of 
Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre meeting room 


OXFORD City Council i =. 
is spending £4,000 to 4 
transform a meeting 
room in Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre. 

The refurbishment of 
the Jack Argent Room 
will see the walls, doors, 
skirting boards and ceiling 
redecorated, along with 
new fittings, fixtures and 
furniture installed. Work 
started on Monday (8/2) 
and will be completed by 
Friday (12/2). 

The meeting room is 
well used by community 
groups. Regular users 
include bingo and church 


East Oxford Community 
Centre at the end of 
2015 and the opening 


said: “We are building 
on the success we have 
brought in over the last 


groups, social group of the £4.76m Rose Hill few years, investing in 
FriendLeys and mental Community Centre in staff, the facilities and the 
health group Oxford January. community as a whole, to 
Survivors. Mark Spriggs, General expand the centre’s offer 

The work follows the Manager of Blackbird to every part of the local 
£15,000 refurbishment of Leys Community Centre, area.” 


E If you would like to hire the Jack Argent Room, please contact 01865 
402070 or blackbirdleyscommunitycentre@gmail.com. 


Blackbird Leys 


Parish Council 


Next Meeting Date: 
Tuesday 29 March, 7pm, 
in the Jack Argent Room, BBL Community Centre. 


By John Charlton 


A NUMBER of local community 
groups on the Leys have 
benefited from receiving grants 
from the Blackbird Leys Parish 
Council. 

Five organisations received 
grants from the council 
including Global Smile Football 
Centre who received £968 to 
help towards providing football 
coaching for 4 to 12 years old 
boys and girls on the estate. 

Lifeline Project which is part 
of MYOX4 received £1000 for 
drug rehabilitation and alcohol 
abuse. Blackbird Leys Adventure 
Playground received £1000 
towards working with and 
empowering young people. 
Leys Information Technology 
Zone received £1645 to pay for 


Parish Councillors 
Gordon Roper (Chair), Ann Booker (Vice Chair), John Dillon, 
Chris Hatton, Daniel Jones and Pat Stannard. 


For further details telephone 
07754 271831 (9am-5pm) 


aM 


et SN 
Blackbird Leys 


Parish Council 


Send email to 
bblparishcouncil@gmail.com 


z L => 
Parish Council Chairman Gordon Roper. 


Parish Council Chairman 
Gordon Roper said “The Parish 
Council like to help local 
community groups for the 
benefit of local residents and is 
important that we support them 
now and into the future.” 


their annual rent and allow it to 
continue to run IT courses for 
local residents. 

The Oxford Polish Association 
also received £1000 to pay 
towards a family sports day and 
intergenerational activities. 


For further details of Parish Council news, meetings, minutes 
and other activities in Blackbird Leys please go to the 
community website: 


www.blackbirdleysparishcouncil.gov.uk 


E Blackbird Leys Parish Council grants to local worthy community groups are awarded in 
January and June each year. For a copy of the application form please visit: 
www.blackbirdleysparishcouncil.gov.uk or email bblparishcouncil@gmail.com 
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AGNES SMITH ADVICE CENTRE 


"I’m struggling with about have to make any payments 

£17,000 worth of debt and towards most debts included 

Iwondered whether I’'dbe in your DRO. Your creditors 

eligible for a Debt Relief can't force you to pay off the 

Order. I know thelimit used debts either. 

to be £15,000 but I heard At the end of the DRO 

that it had increased. Isthat period your debts will be 

right?" written off unless your 

circumstances change in 

A Debt Relief Order can be that year, but you'll still be 

a way to help people out of responsible for paying off any 

unmanageable debt. From 1 debts that weren't included in 

October 2015 the debt limit for the DRO. 

a DRO increased to £20,000 so It’s also important to 

you might now be eligible. consider that while a DRO can 
You could qualify foraDRO help you deal with your debt, 

if you don’t your own home, it may affect your credit rating 

have up to £1,000 worth of and if during the 12 month 

assets, a car worth no more period you borrow more 

than £1000 and have £50 or than £500 you have to tell 

less left each month once the creditor about your DRO. 

you've paid for your essentials. | Remember that you may have 
Debts such as magistrate’s joint debts and your partner 

court fines, student loans and will remain liable for the debt 

child support maintenance even if you include it in your 

aren't covered by a DRO but DRO. 

most others such as credit card We have experienced DRO 

debt, overdrafts, loans and advisers at the Centre. If you are 

council tax arrears are covered. struggling with debt and want 

Rent arrears are covered but to discuss this option, please 

there may be implications come to our Debt drop-in 

about possession of your which is held every Wednesday 

property so it is important that between 10am - 12pm at the 

you get advice about this. Centre - or contact reception 
The DRO lasts for a year if you are unable to make this 

and during that time you don't time. 


E Agnes Smith Advice Centre 96 Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, OX4 6HS. Telephone: 01865 770206 asac.reception@agnessmith.co.uk 


Jy Children's 
\ Colouring 
> Competition 


Colour in this picture and send 
it to us. The most creative entry 
wins a prize! 


Za 


Send your entry by 15 March to: 
Colouring Competition, 

Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, 
Greater Leys 

OX4 7BX. 

Name: 


Age: 


Name of parent or guardian: 


Address: 


Day time phone number: 
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RuskinCollege 


Oxford 


LEYS CDI 


Young people share 
memories from home T 


pmm merma 


GATER EN — 


MEM( RIES i 
F, 
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The final session of the project was 
an open event at Ruskin College which 
saw the young people performing their 
pieces alongside Iranian migrant and 
nationally respected MC, Reveal and his 
Poisonous Poets comrade Tony D. As 
well as the Spoken Word, the event also 
featured an exhibition with some visuals 
created during the project including a 
hand painted world map detailing the 
participant's countries of origin. 


By Marsha Jackson 


THE Memories From Home project 
worked with a group of young people 
engaged with the EMBS College and Leys 
CDI. Many of the project's participants 
have been in the UK for six months or less. 
Memories From Home was a six week 
project where 17 young people, aged 
16 - 21, reflected and explored their own 
heritage culminating in a storytelling 
and spoken word performance at Ruskin At the event many audience members 
College celebrating National Story Telling were heard to remark on how powerful 
Day. the art work was and that they were 
Working with Spoken Word Artists, impressed with the quality of it. The young i 
Inja and Steve Larkin, Visual Artist Aaron people enjoyed the project thoroughly 
Hossana, and a support team from The and are keen to keep up their engagement | 
Leys CDI and Ruskin College, the project with Leys CDI. 
aimed to equip those taking part with the The project became possible through 
skills and confidence to tell their storiesin the excellent partnership between Leys 
a creative and interesting way. CDI the Arts Council, EMBS, Ruskin College, 
Over six weeks the group took partin Small Green shoots and Big Lottery Fund. 
various workshops facilitated by the lead The Leys CDI has been supported by 
artists. These workshops were designed the Leys Housing Consortium including 
to help draw out the stories of the young Catalyst Housing from the very beginning 
people and increase their confidence and very proud what difference the Leys 
through performing them in front of a CDI makes to the local community in 
large audience. Blackbird Leys and its residents. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


RuskinCollege 
Oxford 


Higher Education courses 
Business and Social Enterprise 


and collect data exploring what 
physically happens to our bodies 
when out in nature. 

| suspect a lot of what's going 
onis the electrical impulses 
given and received by the brain 
during our countryside wanders. 
Is it all to do with the nervous 
system though? Is it that we 


breathe more deeply when out History 

in nature, meaning we have Law 

more oxygen in our system so Social and Political Studies 
Social Work 


our bodies can actually function 
Trade Union Studies 


properly. 
Is what's going on in our Youth Work and Community Development 
bodies different at differing Writing for Performance (includes Creative Writing) 


stages in live, say, toddler, 
teenager, adult, and pensioner? 

If we understand what's 
going on when we are out in 
nature, are we able to sustain 
that process when we return 
back to the hustle and bustle 
that can be life? 


Access to Higher Education Diplomas 

Health Professions (preparation for Nursing, Midwifery, Physiotherapy) 
Social Science (preparation for Social Science, Social Work 

and Youth Work and Community Development) 


10 week courses (evening classes available) 
Preparing for Further Study 


WHY is Nature Good For us? but what is really happening 


These articles and my wider 
work these days is about 
developing new ways for people 
to enjoy their gardens, see them 
in anew light and enjoy the 
wildlife therein. 

Bringing to people's attention 
through their senses and 
experiencing more fully what 
is really in front of them, in that 
moment, is a real de-stressing 
skill and perfect for keeping 
balance in all our lives. 

The emphasis is so much on 
the thoughts being the thing 
to address in finding balance, 


physically in the human body 
and mind when we enjoy the 
nature around us? We know 
getting out and connecting with 
nature is good for us, but what is 
going on? 

We recognize that tingly 
feeling when we are out in the 
thick with Mother Nature, but 
what is really happening, what is 
it that causes that tingly feeling? 

lam hoping to run a series of 
nature sensory workshops with 
Oxford University students and 
also help develop a full study 
within the University itself to try 


Next time you are out in the 
wildlife garden, observe yourself. 
What's happening in your 
mind and in your body too? It’s 
something we take for granted 
but worth exploring | think. 

I talk about not just looking, 
but seeing. Not just touching, 
but feeling. Not just listening but 
hearing too. That’s not enough 
though I’m coming to realise. To 
get the whole experience from 
a wildlife garden, we need to 
understand too. 

Happy Gardening 


Health Professions 
Social Care 


Short courses 
Business and Enterprise 
Equality and Diversity 
Social Psychology 
Sociology 


Free weekly and residential courses (up to Level 2) 
Maths 
English 


For more information call Hannah on 01865 759604, 
email enquiries@ruskin.ac.uk 
or visit www.ruskin.ac.uk and click on the Courses @Ruskin tab 
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Love your clothes and give 


them a new lease of life! 


Po ad 


Practical Neu eRs ~ learn how tote 


sew, repair and adapt your old clothes ` 
@ 


Compered by Rich from Vn? - E=. = 


— = n = 
l if fl i d t 
short-term or long-term conditions. 

Led by Ben Wilson, Fluid Motion was 
set up just over 18 months ago to deliver 
aquatic-rehabilitation and exercise classes. 
It was set up to support local GPs and the 
NHS with the volume of musculoskeletal 
patients, as guided exercise is one of the 
most effective interventions for a wide 
range of health conditions and to provide 
an evidence-based, low cost and locally 
accessible MSK health service. 

Ben said: “The problem for many 
people is that traditional exercise can be 
difficult or painful for some. Working in 
water is low-impact and low-stress and 
we run sessions for people to treat and 
manage many injuries and ailments not 


A NEW project to help people suffering 
from conditions such as arthritis and back 
pain, has started at the Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre. 

Fluid Motion, is a social enterprise 
that delivers community hydrotherapy 
to provide a low cost and local 
musculoskeletal health service. 
The therapy can help a wide range 
of conditions such as osteoarthritis, 
fibromyalgia, stroke rehabilitation, post- 
fracture rehab, post-operative rehab, 
rheumatoid arthritis, low back pain and 
many other MSK conditions. Sessions 
are effective at reducing pain, reducing 
disability and improve strength and 
stamina for people who are experiencing 


possible in the same way on land.” 

Every participant is assessed by a physio 
or osteopath in the pool cafe before their 
first session to make sure they are safe for 
sessions and to put together an individual 
exercise programme. 

Individual programmes are created 
and can be followed using waterproof 
exercise cards. Instructors and volunteers 
are in the water to provide guidance, 
support and reassurance. Exercise 
programmes are all based on published 
research on aquatic-rehab and best 
clinical practice. 

Ben added: “Between every three 
to four minute exercise we have small 
challenges and games to make sure 


Oxford Town Hall 
Thursday 10 March 2016 12-6pm 


www.recycleforoxfordshire.org.uk/refashion 
“@recycle4oxford #refashionoxford Ei ReFashion Oxford 


© 


lg | CRAFT 
ae. |CORNER ive 


Patchwork 
quilting 


By Jane Yates 


PATCHWORK is an ancient 
craft and there are records of 


i 
Lie Ye 


E AA NEN 


it dating back to the ancient 
Egyptians, where some 
remnants were found in a 
tomb. 

Today it appears more 
popular than ever, so get out 
your sewing machine. Whether 
you are re using off cuts left 


over from your sewing projects, pictured was inspired by some 
using good pieces of cloth squares of traditional Japanese 
from old clothing or buying cloth my friend sent me. 
brand new cotton, the finished First I cut out the shapes 
project is always a joy. and then choose which to 

lam very new to patchwork, put together. | sewed the 
but have been able to make seams loosely and then ironed 
small pieces. The cushion them flat. Then | sewed them 


together into strips and sewed 
some strips of material in 
between the patchwork strips. 

Then | made a back for the 
cushion, and stuffed it with a 
pillow. 


To discuss your advert 
email John at advertising@leysnews.co.uk 
or call 01865 711756 


sessions are fun and social; this has 
become an integral part of Fluid Motion 
sessions. We collect feedback from 
everyone using waterproof-tablets during 
sessions to check if the rehab programme 
they are following is right for them. With 
this information we adapt and change all 
participants programmes week-by-week 
with the aim to progress exercises at their 
pace to work towards reductions in pain 
and disability.” 


E Sessions are running at the Leys Pool 
on Mondays 2.30-3.30pm and 8-9pm. 
Sessions are £2.50 for bonus card 
members, £4 for Fusion members and 
£6 for non members. 


Tower blocks repairs project 
launched at Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre 


RESIDENTS of Oxford's five tower blocks found 
out more information about the proposed 
repairs to their homes at an event to launch 

the £20m City Council project at Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre. 

Officials from project contractor Willmott 
Dixon Energy Services (WDES) and several teams 
from Oxford City Council hosted a drop-in 
session where residents learned about the repair 
works in greater detail. 

WDES, who were appointed to deliver 
the £20m project, will carry out works to the 
communal structure of the blocks; over-cladding 
and additional insulation; replacement of 
windows; new heating systems; upgrading of 
the communal electrics and fire safety systems, 
and repairs of lifts. 

The project will also include works to improve 
the grounds, car parks, fencing, landscaping, and 
front entrances. When completed, the repairs 
will extend the life of the tower blocks by a 
minimum of 30 years, improve energy efficiency 
by reducing heat loss, cut fuel bills for some 
residents, reduce fire risk, and increase the value 
of the properties. The quality of life for residents 
will also increase with the improved look and 
feel of the tower blocks. 

Councillor Mike Rowley, Board Member for 
Housing and Property Services, said he was 
delighted to launch the project: “This has been 


long in coming. The project reflects the Council's 


of housing for the people of Oxford. Adding 
another 30 years to the life of the tower blocks 
means guaranteeing the provision of good 
quality and affordable housing for our residents 
for another generation.” 

Rob Lambe, WDES Managing Director, said: 
“We are pleased that this project is now ready 
for launch, our work to install energy efficiency 
improvements at the tower blocks will help 
residents reduce their fuel bills and live in 
warmer, healthier homes. ” 


ADVERTISEMENT 


FREE ` 
WiFi 


STAY CONNECTED 
WHILE YOU SHOP 


| 


TEMPLARS SQUARE 
www.templarssquare.com Shopping Centre 


Fast & Easy-to-use WiFi 


Simply search for available networks 
and choose ‘The Cloud’ 


www.templarssquare.com 
129 Pound Way, Cowley, 

Oxford, OX4 3XH 

Tel: 01865 74886 {5 
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Every week at 


The Leys Children’s Centre 


March and April 2016 
MONDAYS 


@ PEEP for Babies 
12.30pm-1.30pm. Contact Camille Kalaja 01865 773263 


Buggy Walking with Steph 
We meet every week, 1.30pm outside the Children’s Centre 
and go for a 40 minute walk. Contact Mikko Enticknap 


@ The Listening Centre 
5.30pm-9pm. Phone 01865 794794 


TUESDAYS 


@ PEEP for Babies 
9.30am-10.30am 


@ Stay and Play with lunch 
(small fee) 11am-1.30pm 
Includes: 
@ Job Club 
Every other Tuesday, 9.30am-Ipm 
Contact the Leys Children’s Centre or Rosa 07931 400108 
@ Speech and Language Drop In 
11.30am-12.30pm 
@ Lone Parent Advisor 
Last Tuesday of month (please phone for an appointment) 
9.40am-3.40pm 


@ The Listening Centre 
5.30pm-9pm 


WEDNESDAYS 


ESOL 
(English as second language) 
9.30-11.30am 


@ Midwife Clinic 
For pregnant and feeding mums. 
Post natal, baby checks, support 
and advice 12.30pm-2.30pm 
Phone for an appointment, 01865 773263 


@ The Breastfeeding Café 
12.30pm-2pm 
Contact Camille Kalaja 


@ New Baby Group 
For parents and children birth to 12 months 
1pm-2.30pm 
Contact Mikko Enticknap 


www.theleyschildrenscentre.org 


Find us on 


Facebook 


Contact Catherine Westbury-Cook on 01865 773263 


THE DOVECOTE 


Every second Friday, 10am-11am 
Contact Camille 07920 084505 


34 ln 
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THURSDAYS 


@ Infant Feeding Talks 
For pregnant women 
Second Thursday every month. 11am-12pm 
To book an appointment with Camille Kalaja 
phone 01865 773263 


FRIDAYS 


@ Oxford Family Mediation Drop-In 
9.30am-11.30am 


@ Stay and Play with lunch 
(small fee) 11am-2pm 


SATURDAYS (MONTHLY) 


@ Dad’s Group (First Saturday) 
10.30am-12.30pm 
Contact Carla 01865 773263/07919298271 
or Glen 01865 773263 


@ Maluchy Group (Second Saturday) 
10.15am-11.45am 
Contact Agata 07874 187704 


Various courses are available during the week. For more 
information contact the Leys Children’s Centre 
on 01865 779615/ 773263 


LEYS HEALTH 
CENTRE 


@ Baby Massage 
Tuesday 
For babies from eight weeks 
old on the Leys. Contact Linda 
Picton on 01865 788688 


© Baby PEEP 
Thursday 
1.30pm-2.30pm 
Contact PEEP 


WINDALE 


@ Stay and Play 
Monday, 9am-11lam 
Thursday, 1pm-3pm 


@ Time for Toddlers 
Thursday, 9.30am-1lam 


@ PEEP groups 


Monday and Wednesday, 9.30am-10.30am 


Contact Peeple 


For information about all 
‘Peep’ groups in the area 
contact Peeple 01865 395145 


© Twin Time 
or Teresa 07901 331756 


ite OXFORDSHIRE 
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Chitdren’s Centres 


Sure Start 


E: mail@leysnews.co.uk T: 01865 711756 


DIFFERENT STROKES 
FOR DIFFERENT FOLKS 


Ina nut 
shell 


A SHORT while after 

waltzing in with all its novelty, 
unadulterated nature, like a 
fresh lily bobbing majestically 

in the pond, 2016 has given us 
reasons to renew our hopes and 
refresh our dreams. 

It is a chance to reflect on the 
areas of our lives that need re- 
direction and make ambitious 
resolutions. Just asa new 
relationship starts on a high, 
when new love unveils itself to 
eager hopefuls fantasizing of a 
bright future together as they 
confess their undying love for 
one another. 

They possess the authentic 
kind of love that is the envy 
of many. This is the renewed 
feeling people have when 
another year comes along. 

This is the time when that 


Stella Gathenya 

continues her column 
contrasting the differences 
between living here in the UK 
with life in her native Africa. 


dejected employee decides to 
take a leap of faith and look for 
greener pastures when they 
decide life’s too short not to 
throw caution to the wind and 
follow their heart's desires. 


MORE TO LIFE 


When they decide that there 
is more to life than being stuck 
in a dead end job, they take it 
upon themselves to rewrite their 
destiny, to take that leap of faith 
and explore uncharted waters. 

As that student vows to 
endure the long boring lecturers 
in order to achieve those 
indomitable high grades, sitting 
through long tedious, exams as 
their dreams of graduating draw 
nearer. 

As they dream of standing 
on the graduation square with 
endless possibilities ahead of 
them. It may be the time that 
distressed wife decides to give 
it another try in her marriage, 
when she decides she is not 
going to throw in the towel just 
yet that maybe just maybe it is 


salvageable. For her, ushering 
in the New Year spells renewed 
hope and an invincible union 
that can conquer any situation 
they may come across. 

As that man decides that this 
is the time to live a more healthy 
lifestyle, after a new lease was 
extended to him by life itself, 
the scare he had a few months 
ago is still fresh in his mind, that 
was an experience that would 
be etched in his memory for 
eternity. It all happened ina 
flash. One minute he was sitting 
at his desk, typing away the next 
he was being whisked away by 
the ambulance to the nearest 
hospital. 

All he remembers were 
the lights, the loud sirens and 
paramedics fervently trying to 
make everything O.K. He will 
begin by going to the gym, he 
promises himself. He will begin 
by losing the weight he had 
gained when he was at home 
recuperating, as he tried to 
drown away the thoughts and 
worries he had running through 
his mind. 


NEW FRIENDSHIPS 


This may be the year when 
new friendships will be forged, 
when first time encounters go 
exceedingly well, be it that job 
interview we were so nervous 
about or that business deal that 
bore fruit. 

Before we get caught up in 
the whirlwind that is time, the 


beginning of the year signifies 
a period when we take a step 
back from our busy schedules 
to scrutinize the path our life is 
taking. 

Let us not lose sight of what 
we are capable of achieving 
as the year gets on and before 
we know it, we start to feel 
like we are trudging along and 
the storms in our lives seem 
permanent and endless, when 
we feel like that the exhilarating 
thrills that we could have sworn 
promised to last are slipping 
away from us. Let us not allow 
the problems that we willed to 
leave us alone creep back into 
our lives and refuse to let go of 
our hems. 


CHALLENGES 


Growing up | learnt that being 
ambitious is a good attribute, 
but it is important to take on 
challenges that we can handle 
and never shy away from asking 
for help from those around us. 
We may have pressure from 
all around us to excel, to go 
above and beyond but never 
forget that simplicity too goes 
along way. | hope to pass 
on the advice to my children 
that as we strive to better our 
circumstances and climb the 
economic and social ladder, we 
should never forget those dear 
to us, those we call our loved 
ones. 


BOOK 
REVIEW 


The Black Petal 
by Dan Thompson 


Reviewed by Jane Yates 


THIS book blew my socks off 
it was so fabulous. I am a slow 
reader, but could not read it 
fast enough in the end as it was 
so very exciting, especially the 
battle scenes. Dan has his own 
unique and totally fresh way of 
telling a story. 
You can tell from reading 
it that every detail from the 
armoury, to the horses, to the 
types of weapons, all have been 
thoroughly researched and 
thought about, so the account of 
the battle is so totally believable. 
| loved that even though the 
two main characters were men 
- Blake and Jack - most of the 
characters were woman and 
he describes them beautifully, 
even the ugly oracle. | love 
all the mythical creatures, 
and particularly liked Dan's 
description of the phoenix bird. 
The Black Petal leads you into 
exploring the lives of two young 
men who share the same soul. 
They are both from planet Earth, 
but from different time frames 
and have completely different 
personalities. Jack is an average 
teenager who starts off unsure 
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of himself, but whose character 
grows throughout the story. 
Blake is a ruthless professional 
Victorian assassin, very sure 

of himself, but his personality 
softens after an incident where 
a woman saves his life. Both get 
drawn into a parallel universe 
by a three legged dog, and 
then meet not only meet each 
other but all manner of tests and 
adventures. 

This is a jolly exciting read 
and so very well written. No 
one | have ever read describes 
the landscape and the sky as 
poetically as Dan does. He 
invents a world that you feel 
you know or have been to as 
it's described so beautifully and 
accurately. 

No one is able to transport 
you to the deepest cave or the 
highest palace in the sky as Dan 
does. He describes the fear that 
coursed through Blake's body as 
he fearfully dared to look down 
whilst riding a flying horse into 
the sky. No one can touch on the 
feelings of tenderness in the way 
Dan did between Jack and his 
love Lucia. 

Also the cover of this book is 
stunning and the quality of print 
on cream paper is excellent. If 
you only buy one paperback this 
year, | would highly recommend 
that you buy The Black Petal; it’s 
a modern classic that you will 
be able to enjoy time and time 
again. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Courses at the Leys Children Centre _ Fesruary - JULY 2016 


Cooking on a Budget 


Do you want to make your money go further 
and still provide your family with 
healthy meals and nutrition? 


Then come along to this course where the food 
is all handmade and no jars are used 


Introduction to Helping ina 


School (5 week course) 
Course Content 


@ Advice for helping in primary schools. 


®@ The National Curriculum with a focus 
on literacy and numeracy. 


@ Behaviour management. 
@ Approaches to teaching and learning. 


@ Supporting your child’s learning at 
home. 


Parents with Prospects 


@ Are you 16-25 
and have a child under 5? 


@ Would you like to meet 
other parents like you? 


@ Would you like advice and support 
around being a parent 
and to learn new things? 


@ Would you like to gain a level 1 award 
in parenting? 


Course Dates: 
Thursday 21 April - Thursday 19 May 


12.30 - 2.30pm 


Courses have creche places available! 
To book please see Helen on reception. For further information call Carla on: 01856 779615/07919298271 


Chitdren’s Centres 


Dates: Monday 18 and 25 April If yes, this course is for you! 


Time: 9.30-11.30am 
Where: Cuddesdon Corner 
Facilitator: Claire Johnson 


Course Dates: 
Thursday 25 February 


Cost: and then every Thursday, 12.30-2.30pm 


VA EJA £30 or free if on IRB 


Miber Eoin Motion 


OXFORDSHIRE 
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www.theleyschildrenscentre.org 


Find us on 


Facebook 


Sure Start 
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Flying Circus kicks off at the 
James Street Tavern 


By Richard Chidwick 


SPARKY’S Spontaneous Showcase kicked off 
with this first monthly night of up and coming 
Oxfordshire bands with Cosmosis providing an 
excellent headline performance. 

The James Street Tavern is a stalwart of the 
Oxford music scene, providing an excellent 
backdrop for up and coming and established 
bands. 

On Friday 5 February this was no exception 
with the enigmatic and talented guitarist Tony 
Batey kicking the night of with his smooth 
blues electric guitar playing. 

Tom Ivey performed next with intermittent 
poetics and introductions by MC Sparky 
inbetween acts. 

Sparky has been a regular in the Oxford 
music scene for years and always provides 
good entertainment with his charismatic 
performance poetry. One of his most thought 
provoking lines which is even emblazoned on 
the back of T-shirts sported in James Street 
Tavern reads: “I've slipped and fell throughout 
the fabric of time.” 

MC Sparky said: “This is the rebirth of the 
jam whereby the public is here to give us 
support, l'm inspired by the British bands Led 
Zeppelin and Deep Purple.” 

Tom Ivey said: “I was living in a lot of cities 
before | came here to Oxford. | was looking 
for a new music scene and moving from town 
to town and looking for a scene in Oxford. | 
didn’t know anyone at first so | came to the 
James Street Tavern and played and it went 
from there really at the open Mic here. | usually 
play with a four piece blues and funk band but 
tonight | played solo and started with blues, a 
sort of blended cocktail of music that reflects 
some of my music tastes. | am into American 
bands like Little Feet.” 

Vocals/Guitar Paul "Pabz" Bray of Cosmosis 
said: “I live for Bowie, so we didn't want to doa 
cover of him we just wanted to do something 


— 


‘Bowiesque.’ The track listing was Mr Stevens 
about Cat Stevens to deliver his Friday night 
newspaper, then we played Tonight which 
about being abducted by aliens! Organon, 
which was about Kate Bush, then we did 
Unconditional Love, Cosmic Unity, Inter 
Dimensional Relationship with the Velvet 
Underground bit at the end - a positive song 


FREE COURSES AT BLITZ 


« Photoshop and Editing Digita 
« Design Your Own Web Site 
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about having a good time. Then we did Pump 
up the Jam right at the end - I felt it was a 
really good night!” 

The night would not have been possible 
were it not for Laine Locke who suggests 
people check out You Tube, MC Sparky the 
Dangerous Poet and Facebook sites Sparky's 
Flying Circus and Sparky's Spotlight. 


For more information about gigs email laine. 
locke@hotmail.com 


E Find the Cosmosis’ Facebook Page at 
www.facebook.com/cosmosisbanduk 


Is your child struggling at school or do 


they need a boost to improve their grades? 


Ages 5-16 


Oxford Education Centres-the only tuition centre 
in Oxford staffed by fully qualified teachers 


English - Maths - Reading - Science 


Amazing / 
Value! 
ACT NOW 


Call for a FREE assessment on 01865 402950 or visit 


www.oxfordeducationcentres.com 


E: mail@leysnews.co.uk T: 01865 711756 


Thanks to Oxford Brookes University for sponsoring this page. 


If you are interested in studying at Oxford Brookes please call Sobia Afridi on 01865 484826 
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Primary science education study to ‘go-large’ 
AN 


Internationally 
acclaimed artist Alice 
Anderson comes to 
Oxford Brookes 


THE Glass Tank is proud 

to present a series of new 
sculptures by internationally 
acclaimed artist Alice 
Anderson. 

Entitled Time Capsules, 
these geometric forms made 
from rusted recycled steel will 
be shown for the first time 
in the Glass Tank alongside 
Elevator Data (2015), a large 
copper-coloured object that 
was exhibited recently at the 
Espace Culturel Louis Vuitton 
in Paris. Together these works 
explore an alternative mode 
of experiencing the world in 
an age of digital technology, 
with a focus especially on 
the mechanisms of human 
memory. 

This will be the first time 
Anderson has shown her 
work in a university and she 
has engaged our students 
by inviting them to donate 


personal objects to her studio 
that have a special relevance 
to the world we live in today. A 
selection of these objects has 
been incorporated in to the 
work. 

Joanna Walker, Glass Tank 
Manager and Exhibitions 
Curator said: “We are delighted 
to welcome Alice Anderson 
to Oxford Brookes. This is the 
first time the Glass Tank has 
been able to show fine art of 
an international standing and 
the installation will no doubt 
raise the profile of the gallery. 
We are extremely fortunate to 
present a new body of work by 
Anderson created especially for 
the Glass Tank. 

“Our students have been 
invited to contribute to many 
aspects of the project, from the 
donation of personal objects 
to Anderson’s studio, which 
have been incorporated in 
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SCIENCE Oxford and Oxford Brookes 
University have got the go-ahead to carry 
out a large scale trial of its ground-breaking 
science learning programme Thinking, 
Doing, Talking Science. 

Thinking, Doing, Talking Science 
(TDTS) aims to make science lessons in 
primary schools more practical, creative 
and challenging by training teachers in a 
number of strategies to encourage pupils 
to use higher order thinking skills. The 
programme is funded by the Education 
Endowment Foundation. 

In an earlier study published last year 
- which focused on 42 schools across the 
UK - the TDTS programme was found 
to significantly improve science learning 
in primary school pupils. Overall, pupils 
showed an additional three months’ 
progress with their science knowledge, 
with less advantaged pupils benefitting 
from five additional months’ progress. 

It will now be trialled with a further 180 
schools, beginning this September. The 
findings of the new larger scale programme 
will be published in 2018 and could inform 
policy on the teaching of science to 
primary-aged pupils in the future. 

Bridget Holligan, Director of Education 
and Engagement at Science Oxford, 
said: “We are extremely excited that the 
TDTS project can now be trialled ona 
much larger scale. Our partnership with 


Oxford Brookes University has meant 
that Oxfordshire primary schools have 
been at the forefront of some nationally 
important work that represents a win- 
win-win situation for schools. Teachers 
enjoy teaching science more, pupils enjoy 
learning science more and they do better. 

“The findings will inform teacher training 
and pedagogy in primary science in the 
future and will hopefully help to raise 
the status of science again in our primary 
schools.” 

Helen Wilson, Principal Lecturer in 
Science Education at Oxford Brookes 
University said: “I am delighted that 
our project has been scaled up by the 
Education Endowment Foundation (EEF). 
Sir Kevan Collins, the CEO of the EEF, 
in a speech in June 2015 said that ‘It’s 
fantastic when our evaluations produce 
solid evidence that a particular approach 
has a positive impact on attainment. It's 
especially rewarding when they boost 
children’s attitudes towards learning 
too. But the reality of robust educational 
research is that these results are the 
exception and not the rule.’ 

“The Thinking, Doing, Talking Science 
project showed a statistically significant 
impact on children’s learning, along with 
improved attitudes to the subject so we 
were one of the exceptions. That is so 
exciting!” 


to the sculpture on display, 
to the creation of an online 
visitor guide and promotional 
material, and assistance with 
the technical installation. An 
MA Music student has even 
created a new composition in 
response to Anderson’s art and 
this will be performed on the 
evening of the preview. 

“The project has presented 
such a unique opportunity and 
no doubt the students will take 


the skills and experience they 
have gained into their future 
careers.” 

The preview will take place 
at 6pm on Monday 29 February 
in the Glass Tank and everyone 
is welcome. There will be a 
performance of Recall by 
Oxford Brookes MA student, 
Harriet Butler, which has been 
composed especially for the 
occasion and is a creative 
response to Anderson’s art. 


Time Capsules will be on display 
in the University’s Glass Tank 
gallery until 24 March. 

Born in 1972 in London, 
Alice Anderson has lived in 
Algeria and France and she 
currently resides in London. She 
is primarily a sculptor and her 
work is shown and collected 
internationally, including Tate 
Modern, Pompidou Centre, 
Whitechapel Gallery and the 
Agnes b. Collection. In 2013 her 


work featured in the 55th Venice 
Biennale. Anderson recently 
had a major solo exhibition 

at the Wellcome Collection, 
London (Memory Movement 
Memory Objects, 2015), at the 
Espace Culturel Louis Vuitton, 
Paris (Data Space, 2015) and she 
is currently showing her work in 
a group exhibition by women 
artists at the Saatchi Gallery, 
London (Champagne Life). 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Reach new customers in your 
local area with a Leys News 
Classified ad. 


Advertise your business from 
as little as £10 per issue (when 
booking for 12 months). 


To book your space ring John 
on 01865 711756 


ELECTRICIANS 


Calvin Pennant 
71 Long Lane, Oxford 0X4 3TN. 
T 07960 328170 


Hawtin Electrical 

@ 07811 401279 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 


COMPUTERS 


Friendly Computer Support 
T 01865 469069 

& 07884318 464 
efaria@gmx.co.uk 


CLEANING 


Molly Maid 
Oxford. 
T 01865 327361 


CARERS 


Acquire Care 
Oxford Science Park, 0X4 4GP. 
T 01865 338050 


CHILDMINDING 


Arar Childminding 
T 07417 439520 
ararchildminding@gmail.com 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 
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Unit 16, Chiltern Business Centre 
Garsington Road, 0X4 6NG 
T 01865 395999 or 712800 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EX. 
T 01865 775849 


Dominos Pizza 
57 Between Towns Road, 0X4 3LR. 
01865 777137 


Cafe Spice 

98/98a The Parade, Rose Hill, 0X4 4HX 
2 01865 747575 
info@cafespiceoxford.co.uk 


Papa John’s Pizza 
80 Rose Hill, Oxford, 0X4 4HS. 
T 01865 402050 


Pizza Hut 

3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, 
OX4 4HS. 

T 01865 236116 

Pizza Polo 


34 Cowley Rd, Littlemore, 0X4 4LD. 
T 01865 425630 


FLORISTS 


Joe Austin 
174 Cowley Road, 0X4 6NQ. 
@ 01865 792037 


The Garden 
99—100 The Market, 0X1 3YD. 
@ 01865 240709 


Acorn Nursery 
Stadhampton, Oxford. 
01865 891663 
Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, 0X1 5AR. 
T 01865 326066 
Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EF. 

T 01865 714111 


Wyevale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford. 
T 01865 326066 


LITTLE STEPS CLOTHING 
Children / babies fashion 
dothing at low prices. 
Littlestepsclothing.co.uk 


Start your own business 
with Neals Yard Remedies. 
T Katie 395960 
kches2001@yahoo.com 


HAIRDRESSERS 


Hair & Body Shop 
Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, 0X4 4XP. 
@ 01865 775817 


Beyond Hair & Beauty 

94 Blackbird Leys Rd, 0X4 6HS. 
@ 01865 778709 

Spirit Hair Design 
01865 777515 
spirithairdesign@gmail.com 


PERSIA HAIR DESIGN 
Professional, experienced in threading 
eyebrow/full face. Beauty treatments, 
holistictherapy and hairdressing 

20 Florence Park Rd, Cowley, Oxford 0X4 
3PH 

T 01865 777059 
www.persiahairdesign.co.uk 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


Phyllida Chappell 

Holistic Therapist. 

1 Forget-me-not Way, 0X4 7ZD. 
T 01865 749220 
phyllidachappell@yahoo.com 
www.holistictherapistoxford.co.uk 


Bathe in Beauty 

The Ozone Health and Fitness Club, 
Kassam Stadium. 

T 01865 335300 
www.batheinbeauty.co.uk 


Lisa's Beauty and Tanning 
T 07887296583 
www.facebook.com/ 
LisasbeautyandTanning 


PLUMBERS 


Roy Barrett 
154 Herschel Cres, OX4 3TY. 
01865 242641 


Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, 0X4 61). 
01865 772303 


Hanson's Plumbing & Heating 
22 Hawthorn Close, OX2 9DY. 
01865 244172 


PROPERTY 


We can pay £20,000 more! 


JA 4 bedmem houses URGENTLY 
remedied) Wie willl newt or buyi 


Difficulty selling or renting? 
Want a fast sale at near market price? 
& Solutions for properties with little or 
. no equity, refurbishment work taken 
@ Call Marilyn on 
01865 308067 
or 07990 630 332 
E: marilyn@soloassist.co.ok 
70A Hollow Way, 0X4 2NH. 
01865 597029 
Air Link Oxford 
24 Vicarage Close, 0X4 2NH. 
Regus, 7200 The Quorum, 0X4 212. 
01865 406070 
MRF 


Problem selling or renting your 
on. Whatever your circumstances 
2 01865 434040 
37 Green Hill, 0X47UD. 


residential or rental property? 
there may bea solution for you. 

ABC 

Oxford Cars 

01865 777889 


Taylors Windows 
Greater Leys. 
T 01865 773486 


CALLING ALL 
SPORTSMEN 
AND WOMEN! 


Would you like 
your sporting 


achievements 
featured in Leys 
News? 


Email us at 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 
or call 01865 711756 


The Dystonia Society UK welcomes you to join us 


Our meeting dates for Spring 2016 are as follows: 


16 March 2016 (AGM) 


We meet in the Conference Room level 3, from 2pm until 5pm at The John Radcliffe Hospital, 
Headley Way, Headington, Oxford. OX3 9DU. 


For further information please contact Chairperson Lorraine Jackson. 


T 0845 899 7134 


MARCH 2016 


WHAT'S ON IN THE LEYS 


ADVICE 


E Agnes Smith Advice Centre 

96 Blackbird Leys Road. Gives free 
independent and impartial debt advice 
and counselling. 

Drop-in sessions: Mondays, 10am—12pm 
and Fridays, 10am—12pm. 

Also in the Farmhouse, 

Tues and Thurs, 10am—12pm. 

T 01865 770206 


E Young People's Jobshop 

Every Wednesday, 1.30—3pm at the Early 
Intervention Blackbird Leys Young People 
Centre. Ages 16-19. 

Speak to an advisor for FREE one-to-one 
advice. 


E Leys Job Club 

Free support for anyone who would like 
help with learning or training, or would like 
to consider a new job, or taking up work for 
the first time. 

Sessions are held at the Youth and 
Community Centre every Wednesday from 
10am—12pm. Just drop in. 

Other job club sessions are held in the 
children’s Centre, please call for details. 

T all or text, 0793 1400 108 


CHILDREN 


m New Baby Group 

Inc. Breastfeeding Café 
Wednesdays, 1Ipm—2.30pm at Leys 
Children’s Centre, Cuddesdon Corner. 
T Contact Mikko Enticknap for 
Baby Group and Camille Kalaja for 
Breastfeeding Café 

01865 773263 

@ Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of activities 
and advice for young people. 

T 01865 772886. 

m BLAP Afterschool Club 

Outdoor and indoor activities for yrs 
8-13 in a structured environment. 
3.15—5.30pm. £1.50 per session 

T 07530933690 and 01865 236646 
blap76@yahoo.co.uk 

m Maluchy group 

For Polish speaking families with children 
ages 0—5 years. Second Saturday in the 
month, 10.15am—11.45am, at Children's 
Centre, Cuddesdon Corner, Cuddesdon 
Way. 

T Agata, 07874 187 704 
Brownies 

Holy Family Church Hall. 

T Jennifer Pleass, 07886 757338 
bblbrownies@gmail.com 

E 35th Oxford Scout Group 
Duncan Bowler, 

0776 6293353 


DOVECOTE AFTERSCHOOL CLUB 
Runs Tuesday to Thursday, 3.30— 
5.15pm, £1.30 per session. 

T 01865 712299 

and 07974 234661 


FREE courses at BLITZ 


m Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30—9.30pm at Sandy Lane 
West. Boys and girls ages 13 to 18. 

T 01869 259681 


E Mother and Toddler Bounce 
Trampoline Sessions suitable for 
mothers and toddlers held on 
Thursdays, 10.30—11.30am. Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre. 

T Fiona, 07891 419793 


E Strawbery Fayre Majorettes 
Training every Wednesday at the Barn 
in Nightingale Avenue, Greater Leys, 
6.30—8.45pm. 

T Eleen Filer, 01865 717781 


E Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4—5pm 

£1.20. For 14—18 year olds Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre 


E Rainbows 

For girls aged 5-7 years. 

Fridays during term time, 5.30—6.30pm, 
at the Holy Family Church Hall on 
Cuddesdon Way. 

@ Alexandra, 07804 500313 


E Air Cadets 

Mon and Wed, 7.30—9.30pm, 

Sandy Lane West. 

Boys and girls aged 12% to 20 years. 
T 01865 777055 
0c.2210@aircadets.org 


EDUCATION 


m Able Centre 

Cuddesdon Way. Free courses in Maths 
and English. 

T Nicky, 01865 7286 


BLACKBIRD LEYS LIBRARY 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Books, DVDs, audio books, use of 
computers for adults and children, 
photocopying etc. 

Opening times: 

Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am—12pm and 
1.30—5pm 

Tue: 9am—12pm 

Sat: 9.30am—12.30pm 

Friday Closed. 


T 01865 770403 


E The Oxford Community Choir 
All welcome. 

Œ Hannah, 07512 364367 
hannah 


E Irish dancing 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and Thurs, 5pm. 


E Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 
Cuddesdon Way. The Club is looking 
for new members. Open night every 
Thursday from 6pm. 

T David Buckwell, 01865 881735 


Improve your IT skills! Gain a Qualification! 
Improve your job prospects! 


Courses Include: 


or Gordon Roper, 01865 361047 


E Girls Football (15+) 
Mondays, 6.30pm. FREE. 

T Marc Fleckney, 07920 463623 
Mafleckney@gmail.com 


Œ Indoor Bowls Club 

Sandy Lane West. Club is looking for 
new members and invites men, women, 
boys and girls of all ages and abilities. 
T 01865 775891 

or email oxbowls1@yahoo.co.uk 


LEYS POOLS 

AND LEISURE CENTRE 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday: 6am—10pm 
Saturday: 6am—8pm 

Sunday: 8am-8pm 

Bank Holiday: 7am—8pm 

Pegasus Road, Blackbird Leys, Oxford, 
0X4 6JL 

T 0844893 3222 


OXFORD UNITED EDUCATION 
AND FOOTBALL ACADEMY 

Still spaces available for our 
Education and Football course for 
boys and girls aged 16-19. 

Please email Chad for more details. 
01865 336138 
chadwoollands@oxfordunitedlearning. 
co.uk 

www.oulfc.co.uk 


OLDER PEOPLE 


m Walking Football 
Oxford City FC, Saturdays, 10—11am. 
Waking football, does what is says on 


the tin! Football but no running allowed. 


£3.50. 
Anna McKay, 01235 849403 
annamckay@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 


m Monday & Friday Lunch Club 
Frys Court, 2 Nightingale Avenue, 
OX47W). 

T Anne Appleton, 422231 


E Over 60s Bingo Club 
Wednesdays 1-3pm 

Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 

T David Stonehill 01865 777074 
or Anne Ranger 01865 430504 
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© IT beginners ® IT Improvers ® Bridge Class @ ITQ Level 2/3 equivalent 
@ PC Maintenance ® Photoshop and editing digital photos ® and More! 


Call us on 01865 806453 


(or drop in and see us in the 


hd 


(all calls are charged at 5p per minute plus your network rate) 
E: info@dystonia.org.uk 


hp OXFORDSHIRE 
COUNTY COUNCIL 


Ekis Funding 


irtak Conc 


OXPOMD LEE 
Blackbird Leys Community Centre) ee Blackbird Leys 


E: mail@leysnews.co.uk T: 01865 711756 


E Skiptrix Fitness Class 

Get fit, tone and lose weight. 
Thursdays, 6.30—7.15pm at the Ark T 
Centre, Cowley. 

Satudays, 10—10.45am at the Barn, 
BBLeys. £4 per class. 

T Trish, 07957754355 
trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk 


E Yoga For All 
Experienced Yoga teacher. 
T Linda Highland, 01865 432570 


Œ ZUMBA Fitness Party 

Tues, 6.30—7.30pm at The Oxford 
Academy School, Sandy Lane West. 

T 07714 248177 zumbasarahoxford@ 
gmail.com www.zumbasarahoxford.com 


E The Listening Centre 

Counselling service based at Cuddesdon 
Corner Family Centre. 

T 01865 794794 


Welcome events for local over-50s 
New to the Leys CDI Clockhouse Project? 
Meet others at these FREE, friendly 
socials. Our community project is for 
everyone aged 50 and over, living 
anywhere on the Leys. For details of next 
welcome event call 01865 395908. 


Over-50s advice 

FREE monthly, confidential, advice at 
the Clockhouse (benefits, debt, housing, 
consumer issues), with an adviser from 
Agnes Smith Advice Centre. Next one: 
Monday 21 March. Please book an 
appointment (tel: 395908) for 10am— 
12pm, or drop in from: 12—12.30pm. 


Monday tea-time social for over 50s 
Come for a friendly cup of tea and a 
chat. Scrabble and dominoes if you feel 
like a game — or just enjoy meeting and 
chatting with others! Every Monday, 
1.30—3.30pm (no session on 28 March). 
£1. Tel: 395908. 


Age UK information drop-in 

FREE regular monthly sessions at the 
Clockhouse. Next one: Monday 25 April, 
2 -3.30pm. (No session in March.) If you 
are over 50, or are supporting someone 
over 50, and need help, advice or info, 
please drop in for a chat with a friendly 
Age UK community information worker. 


Dance for over 50s 
Move around the floor, dance seated, 
or just watch and enjoy! NO partner or 


E Oxfordshire Mind 

Short courses, groups and other support 
are available for anyone with a mental 
health problem. To find out more drop 
in to the Cowley Wellbeing Centre in St 
James’ Hall, 26 Between Towns Road. 
T 01865 247788 


E Tai Chi & Qigong 

Class every Thursday morning 9.45— 
10.45am. Ark T Centre, Crowell Road, 
Cowley. £5 and £6. First class half price. 
T 07974185554 


E Rosewood Club 

for people with dementia 

Open weekdays, 9.30am—3pm. Providing 
astimulating, enjoyable and social day 
while your family carer gets a well-earned 
break. £12 per day all inclusive, plus a 
transport charge if used. 

@ To arrange an informal visit call Julie 
Perks 749349 or email 

rosewood @daybreak-oxford.org.uk 


E Survivors 

Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre, 9.30am—3pm. 

A self-help group of people who use 

or have used Mental Health Services, 
working together to get support or to 
share experiences. Lunch available for £1. 
T 07729 581975 


E MYOX4 

Community recovery project for 
individuals wishing to achieve and 
maintain abstinence from drugs and 
alcohol also promoting healthy lifestyles 
and wellbeing with free and confidential 
advice and support. 

9 Knights Rd, Blackbird Leys, Oxford. OX4 
6HU 

T 01865 778163 

E: seanqualter.lifeline@gmail.com 
facebook: www.facebook.com/ 
LifelineOxfordService 


THE CLOCKHOUSE 
COMMUNITY CENTRE 


Our sessions are either low-cost or free, 
and all Leys over 50s are very welcome! 


experience needed. Next ones at the 
Clockhouse: Monday 7 March: LINE DANCE 
Tam—12pm; Monday 14 March: SAMBA 
Tam-12pm. £2. 


Healthy cookery on a budget for over 
50s 

Cook and eat a delicious, good-value 
meal together, in the Barn, Long Ground, 
Greater Leys. People with little or no 
cooking experience especially welcome. 
For bookings call 395908. 

FREE. Tuesday 1 March, 10am—1.30pm. 


Yoga for over 50s 

Seated/standing exercise, and relaxation. 
Great for better flexibility, balance and 
movement. Beginners welcome. Every 
Tuesday, 10—11am (no session on 29 
March). £2. 


Singing for fun for over 50s. 

Every Tuesday, 1.30—3.30pm (no session 
on 29 March). This group is currently full. 
Call 395908 to express your interest. 


Crafts group for over 50s 
Bring your own knitting, crochet, 
papercraft, or sewing and have a natter. 


£1. Every Wednesday, 11am—12.30 pm. 


New! Seated exercise for over 50s. 
Every Thursday, 11am—12.30pm at 
Potters Court, Robin Place, Greater Leys, 
Oxford OX4 7FF (no session on 31 March). 
FREE. All local over-50s welcome. 


Tai chi for over 50s 

Seated/standing exercise to help you get 
more supple, and boost energy. Every 
Thursday, 10—11am, (no session on 31 
March). £2. 


Gardening club. 

Monthly meeting of SLIGO (Senior Leys 
Independent Gardening Organisation). 
Adults of all ages welcome. You don’t 
have to be an active gardener. Next Club 
meeting: Thursday 3 March, 2-4 pm. 
Tel: 395908. 


Art group for over-50s. 

Beginners welcome. Every second and 
fourth Thursday of the month, 2—4pm, 
at Potters Court, Robin Place, Greater 
Leys, Oxford OX4 7FF. On Thursday 10 
March, local art tutor Grant Waters 
will be on hand with tips and help. On 


NOTICES 


THE LEYS WI 
Meets the first Wednesday of 
each month, 7.30—9.30pm, 
at The Clockhouse. 
T Sue, 07786158229 
E: theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk 


SOCIALIST PARTY 
MEETING 


Last Tuesday of every month at Leys 
Links Centre, Blackbird Leys Road. 
Starts 7.30pm 
T 0208 9888777 


LEYS COMMUNITY MARKET 
The market is ideal for budding 
entrepreneurs, to sell home made goods 
like. A place to develop a business. 


leyscommunitymarket@yahoo.com 
Christine, 07914 395619 
www.leyscommunitymarket.moonfruit. 
com/ 


Thursday 24 March, “Do your own thing” 
with watercolours, acrylics or sketching. 
Sessions cost £1. Tel: 395908 


Computer courses for over-50s 
Learn at your own pace with the 
Clockhouse IT Project Group. Complete 
beginners welcome. FREE. You need to 
book. Tel: c/o 395908. 


Evening socials 

Join Clockhouse Activity Nights Group! 
Adults of all ages welcome. £2. Next 
meeting: Wednesday 30 March, 7—9 pm: 
Try Samba dancing. (Dance seated, move 
around the floor or just watch and enjoy 
those latin rhythms!) Tel: 01865 395908. 


Community gardening for 
volunteers 

Adult volunteers of all ages needed, to 
help keep the Clockhouse garden looking 
beautiful in every season. Enjoy fresh 

air and good company, while doing 
something really positive for your local 
community. Tel: 395908. 


Rosewood Club 

Fun, sociable and stimulating days for 
people with dementia, and a break for 
their carers. £12 a day includes a hot 
two-course meal, plus a transport charge 
ifused. Open each weekday. Tel: 749349 
or email: rosewood@daybreak-oxford. 
org.uk for more details or to book an 
initial visit. 


E Long Ground, Greater Leys, 0X4 7FX (look for the docks ontheroof) %& 01865 395908 E:clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


LOCAL 
CHURCHES 


E Church of the Holy Family 
Eucharist: Each Sunday, 10am, with 
children’s activities. 

Timeout: Reflective worship. 

Most Sundays, 6.30pm. 


Church Office Hour: Mondays (except bank 


holidays) at 6.30— 7.30pm. For enquiries, 
hall bookings, wedding arrangements. 
Sunday 13 Dec, 3pm, Diocese of Oxford 
Deaf Carol Service (BSL interpreter.) 
Sunday 20 Dec, 3pm, Childrens Christmas 
Activity Service. 6.30pm, Carols by 
Candlelight. 

Christmas Eve,11.45pm, Carols and 
Midnight Communion 


Christmas Day, 10am, Family Christmas 

Communion 

T Revd Heather Carter, 01865 778728 

and Rev Adam Stevenson, 01865 714163 
www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


Œ Redeem Christian Church of God 
Meets at theSacred Heart, Sawpit Road. 
Sunday Service: 2.30—5pm 

Bible study: Wednesdays: 6-8pm, 
except last Friday of month. 

T 07825 679044 and 01865 766056 
www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk 


E Leys Community Church 

Meets on Sunday, 11am at the Oxford 
Academy, The Library (includes special 
activities for children and young people). 
T Andy and Nicci Longmore, 01865 
779700 
www.leyscommunitychurch.org.uk 


E Chrisco Ministries 

Meets at Jack Agent Room at the BBL 
Community Centre, Sundays, 11am-2pm 
T 07533 845714 and 07737 564677 


E Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys. 
Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music 
and children’s liturgy; and at 6pm. 
T 01865 776903 


E Christian Harvest Ministries 

Meets at the Jack Argent Room at BBL 
Community Centre, Sundays, 3-5.30pm. 
T Rev Alice Kinyanjui, 01865 701129 


Œ Seventh Day Adventist Church 
1A Chester St, off Iffley Road. 
Saturday first service: 9.45—11am. 
Second service: 11.15am—12.30pm. 
www.freebible.org.uk 


EŒ Mount Zion Ministries Oxford 

Glow Hall, Blackbird Leys 

Community Centre. 

Sunday Service: 1lam—1.30pm. 

All night prayers: Fridays, 7-9pm. 

Bible Study: Sundays, 11am—12pm. 

T Rev Chris Ugwu, 07877 536406, 07932 
964056 and 07877 054600 

Email: mtzionoxford@yahoo.co.uk 
www.mtzionox.org 


E Kingsway International 
Christian Centre (Oxford branch) 
Sunday service: 11am-1pm, 
children's church runs concurrently. 
Friday Prayer Meeting: 6-7pm. 

The Barn, Nightingale Avenue, 
Greater Leys, Oxford 0X4 7BU. 

T 07951262426 
admin@kiccoxford.org.uk 
www.kiccoxford.org.uk 
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BLACKBIRD LEYS 
COMMUNITY CENTRE 


@ Credit Union 

Community financial service for 
savings and low cost loans 
Opening Times: Mondays 
Tam—1pm, Tuesdays 7—7.30pm, 
Wednesdays 10am—1pm, Fridays 
3—5pm 

T 01865 718503 


@ Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre is a Wi-Fi Hotspot 

To use the free Wi-Fi please select 
‘Oxford Free Wi-Fi’ 


@ Early Intervention Service 
Early intervention and specialist 
services for children, young 
people and families 

T 01865 816202 


@ Home-Start 
Family support charity for under 5s. 
T 01865 779991 


@ Soundworks 
Music studio and production 
T 01865 401585 


@ IT HUB 

IT Hub open access drop in 
sessions. 

Tuesdays 12-3pm 

and Fridays 9am—12pm. 


@ Job Club 
Wednesday 10am—12pm. 
T 07931 400108 


@ Leys CDI Youth Project 
After School Club and Arts Award 
Project, Mondays, 3.30—8pm 
Battlefield of the Mind (Young 
women’s project), Tuesdays, 
3.30-7.30pm 

Diversionary Project, Wednesdays, 
12-8pm 

Afterschool Club and Tech Fridays 
(starting in March), Fridays, 
3.30-8pm 

T 01865 395927 


@ LITZ 

IT courses and trainings for all 
abilities. Course details available 
in the Centre reception. 

T 01865 806453 


JACK ARGENT ROOM 
@ Silver Circle Bingo © Oxford Polish Association 
Tuesday afternoon, Bingo starts Mondays twice per month, 
at 2pm. 6—9pm 
T 01865 435954 T For dates contact Ewa, 07585 
442696 
@ Golden Circle Bingo 
Thursday afternoon, Bingo starts © FriendLeys 
at 2pm. Community coffee morning, 


T 01865 770626 


@ SR Oxford Survivors 
Self-help community group for 
over 16s. Fridays and Saturdays, 
10.30am—2.30pm 


£2.50, includes refreshments, 
Wednesdays, 10.30am—1pm 
T 07810047819 


@ Blackbird Leys Choir 
New members always welcome. 


T Trish, 07824 644874 Wednesdays, 6.30pm—9pm 
T 07775 945279 
SPORTS HALL 
@ Boxing Club @ Kick Boxing and Kung Fu 
Juniors and Seniors. (Adults) 


T For details contact Tony, 
01865 432995 


@ GKR Karate 
Children (five Years to Adults) 
T Stuart, 07852 292255 


T 07909 121400 


@ Kick Boxing & Self Defence 
(seven to 18 years ONLY) 

Tuesdays 4—5pm, Saturdays 12—1pm 
T 07518 502920 


IT Hub: 12 networked PCs with 
fast wired internet connection, 
ceiling mounted projector and 
air conditioning. 


Jack Argent Room: Seating for 
up to 60 people. 


ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 


Sports Hall: Space for a wide 
range of activities. 


First Floor Meeting Room: 
For up to ten people. 


For more details contact 
Jayne on 01865 402070 


Œ Blackbird Leys Community Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, OX4 6HW 


T: 01865 402070 


E: blackbirdleyscommunitycentre@gmail.com 


ABLE CENTRE 


Free courses in Maths and English 


Improve your skills and get a recognised qualification. 


Able Centre, Blackbird Leys Library. 
To book atime to come in call 01865728688 
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Football 
coaching for 
youngsters 
on Blackbird 
Leys — Medal 
Presentations 
from the Lord 
Mayor 


GLOBAL-SMILE Football Centres CIC 
is a great new charity working with 
young boys and girls on Blackbird 
Leys. The charity offers very low-cost 
coaching to young boys and girls 
(aged 4 to 12). The older group (7 to 
12 year olds) meet at the Leys Leisure 
Centre on Thursday (5 to 7pm), and 
the younger group (4 to 6 year old) 
meet on Friday from 5 to 6pm. The 
charity is run by Blackbird Leys based 
Brendan Flanagan, who is supported 
by a team of 6 volunteer coaches, a 
number of whom are interested in or 
involved in youth work and coaching. 
The charity started out with a small 
number of boys and girls attending 
the weekly sessions, but there are 
now up between 45 and 60 regular 
attenders each week. Often children 
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are not able to afford the regular 
subscriptions needed to play in one 
of the local teams, so this provides a 
place to improve ball handling skills 
and develop teamwork. Children 
are only charged £1 per session. The 
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The Lord Mayor of Oxford, Rae Humberstone, at a recent Global-Smile tournament. 


money for the indoor sessions has 
been raised through fund raising. 
Lord Mayor, Rae Humberstone, a 
Blackbird Leys resident, presented 
medals and trophies at a recent 
tournament. The Lord Mayor is a 


ADVERTISEMENT 


keen football supporter, and really 
enjoyed meeting the aspiring young 
footballers. 

Global Smile is also running 
holiday courses during the Easter and 
Summer school holidays (one week at 


BUILD YOUR CAREER WITH 
CITY OF OXFORD COLLEGE 


AT YOUR LOCALLY BASED CAMPUS IN BLACKBIRD LEYS 


Courses include: 


Brickwork trowel trades 
Carpentry and joinery 


Construction 


Electrical installation 
» Engineering 
Joinery 


Motor vehicle 
_ Painting and decorating 
Plumbing 


Find out more at our open evening on Wednesday 9 March, 4 - 7. Apm, 
at our Blackbird Leys campus. Pre-register today at i 


CITY OF 
OXFORD 
COLLEGE 


IX 


Part of 
ACTIVATE 
LEARNING 


www.cityofoxford.ac.uk 


01865 550 550 


MARCH 2016 
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Easter and two weeks in the summer). 


E Anyone interested in finding out 
about Global-Smile should go to: 
facebook.com/BbdSoccerSchools 


